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Youth Are Asking Today 
by C. Mervyn Maxwell 




My Sunday School teacher has 
this thing about prayer circles. 
She's got to have us all kneel down 
and pray—every one of us, mind 
you—every Sunday morning. I'd 
like to quit going, but she'd think 
I was on my way to hell for sure. 
I don't mind praying at home, but 
why all this public parading of 
piety? Do you have anything I can 
tell her to make her stop it without 
getting the idea that I am a hea-
then? 
From what you say I take it you 
are in your teens, want to be a 
Christian, and don't mind praying 
as such. What you're objecting to 
is an uncomfortable meaningless-
ness made up of monotony, formal-
ity, and ( if I may say so) a kind of 
embarrassment, characteristic of 
your age, at knowing what to say 
that would be interesting in front 
of others. 
Here are some ideas I have seen 
work well with young people. You 
might get your teacher to try them 
out on different Sundays. 
1. Divide into groups of two 
only, then have each one pray for 
the other one by name, mentioning 
the things he is concerned about. 
This is one of the nicest kinds of 
"public praying" I know. 
2. As a variation of this have a 
larger group kneel and each one 
in the circle pray, in turn, for the 
person at his right. 
3. Silent prayer: Have everyone 
kneel and pray in complete silence 
for the others in the group or for  
selected persons in the group who 
have requested special help. 
4. Song prayer: Have the group 
kneel and sing prayer songs, like 
"Spirit of the living God, fall afresh 
on me," and "Into my heart," in-
stead of, or in addition to, ordinary 
praying. 
5. Sentence prayers: Have each 
person pray a very short prayer, 
mentioning only one item at a time. 
For a variation of this see the item 
"Conversational Prayer" on the next 
page. 
BORN AGAIN—WHEN? 
My best friends know when 
they were converted. They can re-
member how they thought and 
acted before they knew Christ and 
can compare it with the way they 
feel now. I think that I love God. I 
want to be a Christian; but I cannot 
pinpoint any sudden change in my 
life. Of course I haven't always 
been good, but it seems like I have 
always wanted to be. I have be-
lieved Christ was my Saviour as far 
back as I can remember. But the 
Christian Education minister at my 
church says that everyone is born 
totally depraved and that if I don't 
know when I was born again, then 
I haven't been. Who's right? 
You probably can't remember be-
ing born either, let alone being 
born again! So what does that 
prove? 
If only people who can remem-
ber when they were "born again" 
will be eligible for heaven, then  
only people with good memories 
will be saved. 
But do you know ,that in the 
original language of the New Tes-
tament Jesus did not say so much, 
"You must be born again," as, "You 
must be born from above." That's 
right! "From above" is by far the 
more natural translation of the 
Greek word in question. John 3:1-5. 
The context shows that Jesus is 
much more concerned with our be-
ing born "of the Spirit" than with 
our being born a certain precise 
number of times. Of course! 
Now look at Luke 1:15. The an-
gel Gabriel here says of John the 
Baptist before his birth, "He shall 
be filled with the Holy Ghost, even 
from his mother's womb." John the 
Baptist, therefore, was born "of the 
Spirit" at the same time that he 
was born from his mother. He was 
"born again" when he was "born." 
How can this have been? 
Through the devotion of his godly 
parents. They sought God's bless-
ing and His Spirit, and they 
brought up John the Baptist from 
infancy to love and honor God. 
I gather that your parents have 
done the same for you. Ever since 
you were an infant they have 
taught you that Jesus loves you 
and is your Saviour, so that you 
have never known Him in any 
other way. This saving knowledge 
has come to you only through the 
working of the Holy Spirit. You 
may rejoice that you were born "of 
the Spirit" in your childhood and 
thank God that He has molded you, 
too, from your earliest moments. 
24 Signs of the Times, April, 1970 
UNFAITHFUL HUSBAND 
I have just learned that my hus-
band was unfaithful to me several 
times—and with several different 
women—while I was pregnant with 
our little girl. We have been mar-
ried only three years. I am com-
pletely broken up. He says he's ter-
ribly sorry and all that, and that he 
wants me to forgive him. What am 
I supposed to do? How can I ever 
love him again? 
1 John 1:9 says, "If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness." 
Has your husband asked God to 
forgive him? If he has, then God 
looks upon him as though he were 
cleansed from all unrighteousness. 
Christ's character stands in place 
of his character, and God regards 
him just as if he had never sinned. 
If God looks on him this way, 
can you? 
I am sure you will readily admit 
that in various ways you have been 
a sinner too. You have come to God 
and asked Him to forgive you, and 
you have been comforted with the 
thought that God has thereupon 
regarded you just as if you had 
never sinned. 
Your husband's sin and repent-
ance have provided you with a 
glorious opportunity—if by the 
grace of God, you can accept it as 
such—to reflect the image of God. 
If you will forgive him and accept 
him in the same way God has for-
given and accepted him, and in 
the same way that God has for-
given and accepted you, you will 
know something of what it means 
to love as God loves and to reflect 
the image of Jesus in your own life. 
God can give you the grace to do 
this, for there is nothing impossible 
with God, and we can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens us. 
See Matthew 19:26; Philippians 
4 : 13. 
CONVERSATIONAL PRAYER 
I'd like to hear what you have to 
say about "conversational prayer." 
My grandmother thinks it's irrever-
ent. 
Prayer is the opening of the heart 
to God as to a friend. It should be  
reverent, of course, because this 
Friend is very important, .to say the 
least. But I believe that God likes 
our prayers best when we reveal 
our true faith in Him by talking 
simply and naturally about our 
deepest concerns. 
Conversational prayer is a variety 
of "sentence prayer" that is be-
ing used by increasing numbers of 
young people. The leader begins in 
the usual way but does not end 
with "Amen." He stops after a sin-
gle request, and someone else then 
takes up the prayer and adds a 
sentence or two of his own, and so 
on. Here is an example. Judge for 
yourself whether or not it is irrev-
erent: 
Jim: "Dear God, we're glad to be 
in Your presence tonight. Our pas-
tor has asked several of us to have 
the worship service next weekend. 
We would like to ask You to help 
us get ready for it. We're going to 
need a lot of help." 
Shirley: "Yes, God. You know 
Jim has to preach the sermon. 
Please help him to know what to 
say." 
Linda: "Help us all to do our 
parts in such a way that the people 
will be drawn through us to Jesus 
Christ." 
Cal: "I'd like to pray about Doug 
White. He quit attending some 
months ago, and now they say he's 
trying dope." 
Lloyd: "Dear God, forgive us 
for not being friends to Doug the 
way we should have been. Help us 
to know what to say to get him 
back on Your track again." 
And so on, until the group "has 
opened its heart to God as to a 
friend." 
WHY SUFFERING? 
My mother required serious sur-
gery in December, and in April and 
May she suffered two successive 
strokes involving her throat. She 
finally choked to death in July. Why 
did she have to suffer so? She was 
always a kind, smiling Christian. 
Was it, perhaps, because I had 
done wrong? But I have tried to 
be a Christian, too, and was with 
her night and day during her sick-
ness. . . . I would like to know also 
where my mother is now. Some 
ministers tell me, "In a deep sleep,"  
while others say, "In heaven." 
What do you say? 
There is no easy answer to the 
question of suffering. Jesus did not 
promise us a life of ease; He 
warned us instead to expect the op- 
posite. "In the world ye shall have 
tribulation," He said; but then He 
went on to add, "Be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world." John 
16:33. He did not say this lightly; 
He knew what it meant to cry out 
in anguish, "Oh, My God, why?" 
See Matthew 27:46. 
The first few chapters of the book 
of Job are helpful. God let Satan 
try Job severely, not because Job 
was a sinner but for the opposite 
reason. God knew Job was such a 
good man that he would remain 
faithful under the worst of tempta-
tions—and thus serve as a witness 
to the universe of the power of 
God's grace. In the New Testament 
Jesus permitted John the Baptist 
to be executed because of John's 
great faith, so that martyrs to fol-
low could know that when God did 
not deliver them from death it was 
not because they lacked faith. 
If God always made life easy 
for a Christian, his critics could say 
in derision, as Satan did about Job, 
"Does he serve God for nothing?" 
People would become "rice Chris-
tians," seeking a handout, rather 
than becoming real Christians, seek-
ing Christ Himself. 
The constancy of one faithful 
Christian under trial serves to en-
courage a host of other Christians. 
It also serves to build up his own 
faith as he repeats over and over, 
"He knows the way that I take; 
when he has tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold." Job 23:10, RSV. 
As for the question about where 
your dear mother is now, the com-
forting Bible answer is, "She is 
asleep awaiting the return of Jesus." 
See John 11:11-13; 1 Thessalonians 
4:15-18; Ecclesiastes 9:5. To her it 
will seem just a moment from the 
time she closed her eyes until she 
hears Jesus call her back to life at 
His second coming. Thus death will 
not have been death to her, and 
Christ's words will have been ful-
filled, "I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he 
live." John 11:25. 
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